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Pediatrician David Cerqueira shares 
a story of how a dying girl showed 
his church the honor of serving God:

One Sunday my wife had prepared 
a lesson on being useful.  She taught 
the children that everyone can be 
useful  that usefulness is serving 
God, and that doing so is worthy of 
honor.  The kids quietly soaked up 
my wife's words, and as the lesson 
ended, there was a short moment of 
silence.  [A little girl named] Sarah 
spoke up. "Teacher, what can I do?  I 
don't know how do to many useful 
things."

Not anticipating that kind of 
response, my wife quickly looked 
around and spotted an empty flower 
vase on the windowsill. "Sarah, you 
can bring in a flower and put it in 
the vase.  That would be a useful 

thing."
Sarah frowned.  "But that's not 
important." "It is," replied my wife, 
"if you are helping someone."

Sure enough, the next Sunday Sarah 
brought in a dandelion and placed it 
in the vase.  In fact, she continued to 
do so each week.  Without reminders 
or help, she made sure the vase was 
filled with a bright yellow flower, 
Sunday after Sunday.  When my wife 
told our pastor about Sarah's 
faithfulness, he placed the vase 
upstairs in the main sanctuary next 
to the pulpit.  That Sunday he gave a 
sermon on the honor of serving 
others, using Sarah's vase as an 
example.  The congregation was 
touched by the message, and the 
week started on a good note.

During that same week I got a call 

from Sarah's mother.  She worried 
that Sarah seemed to have less 
energy than usual and that she 
didn't have an appetite.  Offering 
her some reassurances, I made 
room in my schedule to see Sarah 
the following day.  After Sarah had 
a battery of tests and days of 
examinations, I sat numbly in my 
office, Sarah's paperwork on my 
lap.  The results were tragic. [She 
had leukemia.]

On the way home, I stopped to see 
Sarah's parents so that I could 
personally give them the sad news. 
Sarah's genetics and the leukemia 
that was attacking her small body 
were a horrible mix.  Sitting at their 
kitchen table, I did my best to 
explain to Sarah's parents that 
nothing could be done to save her 
life.  I don't think I have ever had a 

Serving others 
is an Honor, 
Lord!

This is a story I know you will want to read!
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more difficult conversation than the 
one that night. 

Time pressed on.  Sarah became 
confined to bed and to the visits that 
many people gave her.  She lost her 
smile.  She lost most of her weight. 
And then it came: another telephone 
call.  Sarah's mother asked me to 
come see her.  I dropped everything 
and ran to the house.  There she 
was, a small bundle that barely 
moved. After a short examination, I 
knew that Sarah would soon be 
leaving this world.  I urged her 
parents to spend as much time as 
possible with her.

That was a Friday afternoon.  On 
Sunday morning church started as 
usual.  The singing, the sermon  it 
all seemed meaningless when I 
thought of Sarah.  I felt enveloped in 
sadness.  At the end of the sermon, 
the pastor suddenly stopped 
speaking.  His eyes wide, he stared 
at the back of the church with utter 
amazement.  Everyone turned to see 
what he was looking at.  It was 
Sarah!  Her parents had brought her 
for one last visit.  She was bundled 
in a blanket, a dandelion in one little 
hand.

She didn't sit in the back row. 
Instead she slowly walked to the 
front of the church where her vase 
still perched by the pulpit.  She put 
her flower in the vase and a piece of 
paper beside it.  Then she returned 
to her parents.  Seeing little Sarah 
place her flower in the vase for the 
last time moved everyone.  At the 
end of the service, people gathered 
around Sarah and her parents, 
trying to offer as much love and 
support as possible.  I could hardly 
bear to watch.

Four days later, Sarah died. 
I wasn't expecting it, but our pastor 
asked to see me after the funeral.  
We stood at the cemetery near our 
cars as people walked past us.  In a 
low voice he said, "Dave, I've got 
something you ought to see."  He 
pulled out of his pocket the piece of 
paper that Sarah had left by the 
vase.  Holding it out to me, he said, 
"You'd better keep this; it may help 
you in your line of work."

I opened the folded paper to read, in 
pink crayon, what Sarah had 
written:

Dear God,
This vase has been the biggest 
honor of my life.
Sarah

Sarah's note and her vase have 
helped me to understand.  I now 
realize in a new way that life is an 
opportunity to serve God by serving 
people.  And, as Sarah put it, that is 
the biggest honor of all.  (Today s 
Christian International 2008)

In speaking with Josh, Eddie, 
Danny, Andy and Leena - it seems 
to me that serving on Wednesdays 
evenings can be draining, at times.  
The youth we serve in this ministry 
come from a variety of homes, 
places and lifestyles that are foreign 
to many who grew up in the church.  
Yet, they all have a desire to 
discover something and I believe 
that is why they continue to come 
back.  They don t know what that 
something is, or who He is, yet - 
they know there is something here. 

So, we keep on serving the Lord by 
serving these youth and their 
families.  Day after day, week after 

week and month after month.  Some 
days are better than others, just like 
it is in our own homes.  Some days 
the youth listen better and other days 
they push the limits. 

I have looked back over the many 
years that I served the Lord; the 
many youth, young adults and adults 
my life has touched and theirs mine.  
I have to say It was and is my 
greatest honor to serve you Lord, 
with what you gave me and where 
you placed me. The biggest honor of 
my life.  

I know that I haven t always seen it 
that way, so I am ask the Lord to 
touch my heart and my mind and 
change me so that I will always see 
serving others as my honor unto the 
Lord. 

As we attend Sunday morning 
services and go through the week 
touching lives, I pray that we see the 
many opportunities the Lord gives to 
each of us as opportunities to serve 
others.  I pray that we see these 
opportunities as an honor  unto the 
Lord, even though many of those we 
serve will think otherwise. 

Maybe there is one person in your 
life that you can serve for the Lord 
today and for many days to come, so 
that this one person might one day 
find Jesus as Lord? Maybe your task 
is just a simple flower, a kind word 
or even a prayer. Whatever the Lord 
calls you to do, try to see it as an 
honor of serving the Lord in that 
area. What you do for Him does 
matter!  He is counting on all of us 
to do our part to build the Kingdom 
of God.

See you Sunday!  
Pastor Milt
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Ministry Matters
A quick look into some of our areas of ministry

Sunday 
Service & Studies

Sermons
  2nd, 1 John 4:7-12

Josh Peck - Youth Lead Serv
  9th, Jude 1:3-7,

Contend for your Faith
16th, Matthew 21:1-11,

Love as He Loves
23rd, Matthew 8:1-3,

Reach Out
30th, Matthew 25:31-40,

The Dash is What s Valuable
w/ Pastor Rogers preaching

Children s Nursery
 *Open during morning services*
For ages 6 mo to 4 yrs.  Join us at 
10:00am for play time and a Bible 
lesson & craft.

Children s Church
Ages 4 yrs thru 5th grade, join us at 
10:15am, as we focus on Bible 
Skills.

Adult AM Study
Join the 9:00am discussion lead by 
Steve Peirce, in the Admin Bldg s 
Main Meeting Room.

PM Bible Studies
Join one of 3 groups the meet 
weekly at these times and locations:

College Age, Pastor Culver 
hosts a study/games,  6:00pm. 
Young Adults, in Sherwood s 
Symposium Coffee Shop s 
upper floor at 5:30pm.  Study 
is Faith in Action.
Adults, in Bob & Gertie 
Johnson s home at 7:00pm.  
Ruth Walton is facilitating a 
focus on Book of Psalms.

Week Days

Tuesday Children s Ignite
Ages 4 yrs thru 5th grade, join us for 
dinner at 6:30pm followed by 
lessons and activities at 7:00pm. 

Tuesday Men s Group
Men of all ages are welcome to meet 
weekly at 7:00pm in the Admin. 
Bldg. Man Alive is coming to an end 
and Four Pillars of a Man s Heart is 
to begin within the month.

Wednesday Youth Group
Grades 6 thru 12 meet at 6:30pm in 
the Fellowship Hall for a light 
dinner followed by Bible Studies.  

Grades 6-8 are studying the 
Book of Mark.  
Grades 9-12 will be focusing 
on Biblical principles that 
apply to our lives today 

Wednesday Adult Group
Chet & Delpha Reibolt are hosting a 
weekly adult small group in their 
home, beginning at 6:30pm. Current 
focus of study is The Sermon on the 
Mount. 

Thursday Adult Group
The Culvers host an adult small 
group in their home, starting at 
6:30pm.  Christian Maturity is the 
current topic of focus.

Saturday Prayer Time
Join GPS weekly at 10:00am in the 
Admin. Bldg s main meeting room 
for a time to pray in agreement.

Other Areas

Praize Dayz
This outreach opportunity is only 6 
months away.  Please pray for God 
to direct us to those in need within 
our community and our willingness 
to follow His leading.

Day of Praiz through 
Service to our community - 
Sat., September 6th
Praiz Dayz Celebration - 
Sun., September 7th.

EXTREME
LIVING

March 12  April 20

The thief comes only to 
steal and kill and destroy; 
I have come that they may 
have life, and have it to 
the full. 

~John 10:10 (NIV)

FOCUS

40
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  MARCH BIRTH DATES

 1st - Karlene Neschke   4th - Eli Scrivner 23rd - Patricia Shelley
2nd - Kyle Bernard 11th - Tosha Tindol 29th - Leah Chobu
2nd - Jordon Stephens 14th - Heidi Anderson 31st - Kyle Ferguson
2nd - Linda Zimet 18th - Lynn Peirce 31st - Megan Holland
3rd - Sabrina Dobbins 23rd - Marnell Ferguson 31st - Stephen Lewis
3rd - Chuck Wilson 23rd - Taylor Lemus

 2014                   MARCH                     2014
SUNDAY 1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31

9:00a  Adult Small Grp
10:00a Common Service
10:15a Childrens Church
5:30p Young Adults
6:30p  30 Below Group
7:00p  Johnson Group

   9:00a  Prep 4 Kids
  6:30p Culver Smll Grp

Every Monday
Church
Offices
Closed

Know of someone missing from the birthday list?  Contact kazenzano@yahoo.com or church office

9:00a  Adult Small Grp
10:00a Common Service
10:15a Childrens Church
5:30p Young Adults
6:30p  30 Below Group
7:00p  Johnson Group

9:00a  Adult Small Grp
10:00a Common Service
10:15a Childrens Church
5:30p Young Adults
6:30p  30 Below Group
7:00p  Johnson Group

 10:00a  GPS Prayer 
Time 

 Focus 40 Begins
 1:00p Staff Mtg
 6:30p Youth Group
 6:30p Reibolt  Sml Grp
 7:00p Choir Practice
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 9:00a  Prep 4 Kids
 10:30a Loaves & 

Fishes
 6:30p Culver Smll Grp

 10:00a  GPS Prayer 
Time

10:00a  GPS Prayer 
Time

  5:00p Ladies 
Movie Night

 6:30p  Children s Ignite    
             Dinner
 7:00p  Ignite Program
 7:00p  Men s Group

 First Day of Spring
   9:00a  Prep 4 Kids
  6:30p Culver Smll Grp

   9:00a  Prep 4 Kids
  6:30p Culver Smll Grp

10:00a  GPS Prayer 
Time

 6:30p  Children s Ignite    
             Dinner
 7:00p  Ignite Program
 7:00p  Men s Group

 No Children s Ignite  
(Spring Break)
  7:00p  Men s Group

 6:30p  Children s Ignite    
             Dinner
 7:00p  Ignite Program
 7:00p  Men s Group

 Ash Wednesday
 1:00p Staff Mtg
 6:30p Youth Group
 6:30p Reibolt  Sml Grp
 7:00p Choir Practice

 1:00p Staff Mtg
 6:30p Youth Group
 6:30p Reibolt  Sml Grp
 7:00p Choir Practice

 1:00p Staff Mtg
 6:30p Youth Group
 6:30p Reibolt  Sml Grp
 7:00p Choir Practice

 Ministers  and Spouse Retreat 

Daylight Saving Begins
9:00a  Adult Small Grp
10:00a Common Service
10:15a Childrens Church
5:30p Young Adults
6:30p  30 Below Group
7:00p  Johnson Group

St. Patrick s Day

COG Senior Retreat 
Payment Deadline

 Ministers   Retreat

9:00a  Adult Small Grp
10:00a Common Service
10:15a Childrens Church
5:30p Young Adults
6:30p  30 Below Group
7:00p  Johnson Group

 10:00a  GPS Prayer 
Time
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Upcoming Events
Watch the weekly Sunday Worship Folder for the most current and up-to-date event information

Sabrina Jade s 1st Birthday Celebration
Saturday, March 1st, Noon - 2:00pm in Fellowship Hall. 
Sabrina is One!  Please join us in celebrating Sabrina's first birthday.  We 
cannot believe this time has already come, and hope to see you all there 
surrounding our little girl with love.  See Erica Dobbins for further 
details.

Daylight Savings Time Begins
Sunday, March 9th, 2:00am.
We re Springing Forward!  Don t forget to set your clocks 1 hour ahead 
prior to tucking into bed on Saturday night.

Council Meeting
Monday, March 10th, 7:00pm in Fireside Room.
See Charlie Osburn, Council Chair, or Pastor Milt Culver if any details 
are needed prior to meeting.

Focus 40 - Extreme Living
Wednesday, March 12th - April 20th (Easter).  
This annual emphasis on prayer and fasting is from the Church of God s 
National Office in Anderson, IN.  The 2014 theme of Extreme Living  
and based on John 10:10.  There are a variety of resources to help you 
promote, plan, and enhance your forty-day spiritual emphasis:

40 Days of Devotions for Adults packets will be available at the 
INFORMATION CENTER counter beginning Sunday, March 9th.
Weekly Family Devotional inserts will be included in each 
Sunday s Worship Folders, with additional copies at the 
INFORMATION CENTER counter beginning Sunday, March 16th. 
Weekly Study Devotionals for Small Group are available upon 
request.  Please see Pastor Milt Culver or Kimberly Zenzano for 
copies.

Ladies Movie Night
Saturday, March 22nd, 5:00pm at Culver Home in Newberg.  
We going to watch the movie "Secretariat" at the home of Shirley Culver.  
It is a beautifully told story about a race-horse.  Wear a hat worthy of trip 
to a horse derby, bring along a snack to share with others and look 
forward to a wonderful evening of fellowship.  See the church directory 
for the Culver address and phone number or talk with Shirley for details 
or directions.

Check out the  board for upcoming 
events at sister Churches of God in our area (received via 
postal or e-mail) as well activities of our church family 
members you can attend or support.

A Glance Ahead
Future Dates to Keep in Mind

APRIL
1-3, COG Senior Adult Retreat
4-5th, CWC Spring Convention
10th, Loaves & Fishes
12th, WPC President s Tea
13th, Palm Sunday
17th, Maundy Thursday
18th, Good Friday  
20th, Easter
26th, Gerald Hency Memorial Service
  
  

MAY
  1st,    National Day of Prayer
  3rd,    Chet Reidbolt 90th Birthday 

   Celebration
  8th,    Loaves & Fishes

   NW Pastor s Day
11th,    Mother s Day
12th,    Council Meeting
16-17th, COG Spring Celebration
26th,    Memorial Day Holiday
31st,    Ladies Tea 

Calendar of Events & Info
www.tigardcog.org

Church Offices
Monthly Milestones

Upcoming Events Board
Sunday Morning Worship 

Folders
Facebook
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A Beginning

For several years now our National 
Church Office has encouraged the 
local Churches to invite those of 
their congregations to participate in 
a program called Focus 40 . 
Congregations from coast to coast in 
the U.S., plus our Churches in 
Canada, will set aside the days 
between March 12th through Easter 
Sunday, April 20th, 2014 to focus on 
this emphasis. There are several 
suggestion that we could do, but I 
want to share a few thoughts with 
you about what I would like you to 
consider. 

First - I would like us to get better 
acquainted with Jesus.  I realize that 
most of our congregation have been 
Christians for many years, but how 
is your relationship with Jesus?  The 
one who went to the cross for each 
one of us.  I know that you know 
who He is, but do  you really know 

Him in an intimate way?  Do you 
have an ongoing vital relationship 
with Him, or is He the one you sang 
about in Sunday School those years 
ago?  I believe we should be 
becoming more vitally connected 
with Jesus everyday, week, month 
of every year of our lives.  Will you 
commit with me to make these 40 
days an adventure of being in a 
closer relationship with Jesus than 
ever before?

Second - Will you use these 40 days 
to develop good habits of daily 
prayer & bible study - if you don t 
already have them?  The Bible is 
food for the soul and prayer keeps 
us in touch with God.  I have 
learned over the years that if you 
want to really know someone you 
have to spend time in their 
presence.  One of our pastors of 
yesteryear had said If you want to 

really know someone put your feet 
under their table. . 

Third - How long has it been since 
you told anyone about Jesus?  These 
40 days are an excellent time as you 
become filled with God s word and 
have your soul nourished by prayer, 
to begin to look for opportunities to 
tell someone about Jesus.  If they 
aren t quite ready to commit their 
life to Christ, invite them and then 
bring them to Church as your guest. 

Fourth - I believe these forty days 
are an excellent time to begin a time 
of fasting by giving up one item that 
you really like such as coffee, or 
sweets, diet coke, etc. I m not 
saying to stop eating unless the Lord 
speaks to you, but even a full fast 
should never be entered into without 
counsel.  Fasting does not change 
our lives unless prayer is added to it.  
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Our purpose must be to draw closer 
to the Lord.  

Choose what the Lord would have 
you give up for the 40 days of 
Focus Forty .  Remember the value 

comes as we make the effort to draw 
closer to our Heavenly Father.

Here s to a great 40 days of a 
spiritual adventure.

Pastor Rogers

Building & Property: Ted Scrivner
Bulletin Boards: Kimberly Zenzano
Choir: Shirley Culver
Community Food Pantry: Dave Peck
Council Chair: Charlie Osburn
Council Secretary: Kathie Richards
Council Vice Chair: Dave Peck
TCOG Facebook: Heidi Anderson
Fellowship: Lorraine Taylor
Ignite Program(s): Kim Peck
Janitorial Service: Heidi Anderson & 

         Ken Guffey
Men s Ministries: Gail Linden
Missions & Outreach: Ken Guffey
Music & Worship: Barb Provo
Nursery Coordinator: Libby Scrivner
Office Volunteers: Lorraine Taylor,

Dee Guthrie & Linda Zimet
Prayer Chain Head: Lois Olin
Senior Ministries: Pastor Ward Rogers
Van Ministries: Ted Scrivner
Usher Head: Gary Provo
Website: Curtis Zenzano
Women s Ministries: Shirley Culver
Worship Audio/Visual: Dallas & 

     Whitney Shoun
Worship Folders: Linda Zimet
Young Adults Group: Ken Guffey
Youth Programs: (interns) Joshua Peck

& Eddie Richards

Monthly Milestones is a monthly newsletter published by Tigard Church of God, 15670 SW 98th Avenue, Tigard, 
Oregon 97224, 503-639-4000, www.tigardcog.org.  Editor: Kimberly Zenzano, kazenzano@yahoo.com.  
Webmaster:  Curtis Zenzano, orimoth@yahoo.com.  Pastor:  Milton Culver, revculver@tigardcog.org; 

Deadline for copy: The last Sunday of month prior to publication.  Editor reserves right to edit for content and space. 

40 Days ... continued from page 7

Look It Up

When we enter into the season of
Lent, we have an  opporturnity to 
immerse ourselves into pray and 
fasting with the purpose of 
coming closer to Christ Jesus.

Below is scripture - take time 
daily to look up the verses and let 
God lead you in growth. 

Exodus 34:2-28
Exodus 12 1-20
1 Kings 21 27

2 Samuel 12 15-16
Acts 23 20-21
Matthew 4 1-2

Acts 27 33
Acts 10 1-3

Jeremiah 36 9-10
Jonah 3 4-10
Ezra 8 21-23
Acts 14 23

2 Chronicles 20 1-4
Daniel 6 18

Week Night Dinners for our Children/Youth Programs

For Tuesday Night Ignite we feed ~16 to 25 children/leaders.
For Wednesday Night Youth we feed ~40 to 60 youth/leaders. 

This is  a great way of ministering to kids, but it also uses up a 
lot of the funds in the Ignite and Youth Budgets.  If you would 
like to help offset these costs with a monetary donation it 
would be greatly appreciated.

Please see Kim Peck for more information

1 Kings 21 8-10
Matthew 17 21

Acts 9 9
1 Samuel 28 20
Nehemiah 1 1-4

Daniel 9 3-4
Acts 13 1-3

1 Samuel 31 13
Nehemiah 9 1-3

May these touch you throughout 
Lent up to Holy Week.

God Bless You


