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Here I am!

I stand at the door and knock.  

If anyone hears my voice 

and opens the door, 

I will come in and eat with him,

and he with me.

~Revelations 3:20
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In the article below you will read 
something that I feel all of us deal 
with daily, something that will 
define what we think, feel and do 
about life.  I challenge you to 
read it carefully and then spend 
some time thinking about it.  Is 
the Lord speaking to you!

Jesus said to His disciples, If 
anyone desires to come after Me, 
let him deny himself . . .

~Matthew 16:24

Individuality is the hard outer 
layer surrounding the inner 
spiritual life. Individuality shoves 
others aside, separating and 
isolating people.  We see it as the 
primary characteristic of a child, 
and rightly so. When we confuse 
individuality with the spiritual 

life, we remain isolated.  This 
shell of individuality is God s 
created, natural covering 
designed to protect the spiritual 
life.  But our individuality must 
be yielded to God so that our 
spiritual life may be brought 
forth into fellowship with Him. 
Individuality counterfeits 
spirituality, just as lust 
counterfeits love. God designed 
human nature for Himself, but 
individuality corrupts that human 
nature for its own purposes.

The characteristics of 
individuality are independence 
and self-will. We hinder our 
spiritual growth more than any 
other way by continually 
asserting our individuality.  If 
you say, I can t believe,  it is 

because your individuality is 
blocking the way; individuality 
can never believe.  But our spirit 
cannot help believing. Watch 
yourself closely when the Spirit 
of God is at work in you.  He 
pushes you to the limits of your 
individuality where a choice must 
be made.  The choice is either to 
say, I will not surrender,  or to 
surrender, breaking the hard shell 
of individuality which allows the 
spiritual life to emerge.  The Holy 
Spirit narrows it down every time 
to one thing (see Matthew 5:23-
24).  It is your individuality that 
refuses to be reconciled to your 
brother  (Matthew 5:24).  God 
wants to bring you into union 
with Himself, but unless you are 
willing to give up your right to 
yourself, He cannot. . . . let him 
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Individuality continued from page 2
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deny himself . . .  deny his 
independent right to himself. 
Then the real life - the spiritual 
life - is allowed the opportunity 
to grow.

I have enjoyed the articles from 
this site, My Utmost for His 
Highest  by Oswald Chambers.  
I think you might as well.  Why 
do I like them?  He causes me to 
stop and think about why I do 
what I do and why I am living 
for Christ. 

As we begin a whole NEW year, 
we all need to think about our 
individuality when dealing with 
others around us. What is 
guiding our actions?  What is our 
motive for what we are doing, 
saying and being?  Take a hard 
look at Matthew 6: 1-15:

1Be careful not to do your acts 
of righteousness  before men, to 
be seen by them. If you do, you 
will have no reward from your 
Father in heaven. 2So when you 
give to the needy, do not 
announce it with trumpets, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues 
and on the streets, to be honored 
by men. I tell you the truth, they 
have received their reward in 
full. 3But when you give to the 
needy, do not let your left hand 
know what your right hand is 
doing, 4so that your giving may 
be in secret. Then your Father, 
who sees what is done in secret, 
will reward you.

Prayer
5And when you pray, do not be 

like the hypocrites, for they love 
to pray standing in the 
synagogues and on the street 
corners to be seen by men.  I tell 
you the truth, they have received 
their reward in full. 6But when 
you pray, go into your room, 
close the door and pray to your 
Father, who is unseen. Then your 
Father, who sees what is done in 
secret, will reward you.  7And 
when you pray, do not keep on 
babbling like pagans, for they 
think they will be heard because 
of their many words.  8Do not be 
like them, for your Father knows 
what you need before you ask 
him.  9This, then, is how you 
should pray: Our Father in 
heaven, hallowed be your name, 
10 your kingdom come,  your will 
be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. 11Give us today our daily 
bread.  12 Forgive us our debts, 
as we also have forgiven our 
debtors.  13 And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from 
the evil one.   14For if you forgive 
men when they sin against you, 
your heavenly Father will also 
forgive you.  15But if you do not 
forgive men their sins, your 
Father will not forgive your 
sins.

How many times have we read 
this scripture and then went 
about our daily lives as though it 
didn t matter?  I dare to say far 
too many times.  That, my 
friends, is our individuality 
shining brightly.  We are living 
out our acts of righteousness,  
before the world saying we are 
better because we know Jesus!  

In truth, we do not submit to the 
Holy Spirit and thus we are not 
much better.  Then, how many 
times have we struggled to 
forgive someone for the things 
we have done and they have 
reciprocated?  I know you hear 
me!  If we do not learn to 
forgive, then will we be 
forgiven?  What does Jesus say?  
Listen to Oswald again,

Watch yourself closely when the 
Spirit of God is at work in you.  
He pushes you to the limits of 
your individuality where a choice 
must be made. The choice is 
either to say, I will not 
surrender,  or to surrender, 
breaking the hard shell of 
individuality, which allows the 
spiritual life to emerge.  

Did you hear that?  I did!  Is your 
spiritual life emerging where 
others can see it plainly?  Well, 
we are about to begin a new year 
and have yet another chance to 
start over and do it right.  Join me 
by starting with ... Our Father 
in heaven, hallowed be your 
name, 10 your kingdom come,  
your will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. 11Give us today our 
daily bread. 12 Forgive us our 
debts, as we also have forgiven 
our debtors. 13 And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us 
from the evil one.

In Christ s Love,
Pastor Milt
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Ministry Matters
A quick look into some of our areas of ministry

Sunday 
Service & Studies

Sermons
  5th, Micah 7:14-20,
          Prayer & Praise
12th, 1 Corinthians 10:23-33,

Everything is Permissible
19nd, Hebrews 12:4-12,

Resistance Isn t Futile
26th, 1 Peter 5:1-5,

Not because you must, 
Because you re willing

Children s Nursery
 *Open during morning services*
For ages 6 mo to 4 yrs.  Join us at 
10:00am for play time and a Bible 
lesson & craft.  This month we re 
learning about when Jesus Pleases 
God.

Children s Church
Ages 4 yrs thru 5th grade, join us at 
10:15am.

Adult AM Study
Join the 9:00am interactive 
discussion class in the Admin Bldg.

PM Bible Studies
Join one of 3 groups the meet weekly 
at these times and locations:

College Age, gather for study 
and games in Pastor Culver s 
home at 6:00pm. 
Young Adults, in Sherwood s 
Symposium Coffee Shop s 
upper floor at 5:30pm. Focus 
of study is Faith in Action.
Adults, in Bob & Gertie 
Johnson s home at 7:00pm.  
Ruth Walton is facilitating a 
focus on Fruits of the Spirit.

Week Days

Tuesday Children s Ignite
Ages 4 yrs thru 5th grade, join us for 
dinner at 6:30pm followed by 
lessons and activities at 7:00pm. 

Tuesday Men s Group
Men of all ages are welcome to meet 
weekly at 7:00pm in the Admin. 
Bldg. Current study is using Man 
Alive by Patrick Morley.

Wednesday Youth Group
Grades 6 thru 12 meet at 6:30pm in 
the Fellowship Hall for a light 
dinner followed by study of 
applicable Topics of the Times.  

Wednesday Adult Group
Chet & Delpha Reibolt are hosting a 
weekly adult small group in their 
home, beginning at 6:30pm. Current 
focus of study is The Sermon on the 
Mount. 

Thursday Adult Group
The Culvers host an adult small 
group in their home, starting at 
6:30pm.  Christian Maturity is the 
current topic of focus.

Saturday Prayer Time
Join GPS weekly at 10:00am in the 
Admin. Bldg s main meeting room 
for a time to pray in agreement.

Other Areas

Church Finances
From November (complete month):
General Giving       19,147
Designated         1,349
Total Giving   <>20,496
Expenses      -16,857
Net Income     $  3,639

Women s Ministry
The Annual Planning Meeting is 
scheduled for Saturday, January 
11th.  Any suggestions for events to 
participate in  or desired activities to 
repeat again, please let one of the 
ladies on the Women s Committee 
know:
Shirley Culver, Bonny Osburn, Dee 
Guthrie, Kimberly Zenzano..

Seniors  Ministries
Annual Planning Meeting is on 
Wednesday, January 8th.  Please 
bring any suggestions or ideas for 
activities to one of the committee s 
members:
Pastor Ward Rogers, Dee Guthrie, 
Linda & Dave Dobbins, Carrie & 
Dale Williams

Missions & Outreach
Backpack Ministries: Homeless 
Supplies distribution is changed to 
~February or March.  Please pick up 
a supply list from the Information 
Center and bring in some items 
shown to be included in the outreach 
to our community.
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  JANUARY BIRTH DATES

  4th - Kyler Edmunds   8th - Joshua Peck 17th - Iris Goff
  4th - Steve Peirce 10th - Bill Chase 21st - Leah Mason
  5th - Lacie Carmalt 12th - Tim Hoitink 25th - Ruth Walton

 2014                    January                      2014
SUNDAY 1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

9:00a  Adult Small Grp
10:00a Common Serv
10:15a Childrens Church
5:30p Young Adults
6:30p  30 Below Group
7:00p  Johnson Group

   9:00a  Prep 4 Kids
  6:30p Culver Smll Grp

Every Monday
Church
Offices
Closed

Know of someone missing from the birthday list?  Contact kazenzano@yahoo.com or church office

9:00a  Adult Small Grp
10:00a Common Serv
10:15a Childrens Church
5:30p Young Adults
6:30p  30 Below Group
7:00p  Johnson Group

9:00a  Adult Small Grp
10:00a Common Serv
10:15a Childrens Church
5:30p Young Adults
6:30p  30 Below Group
7:00p  Johnson Group

 10:00a  GPS Prayer 
Time 

 No Ignite Tonight
 7:00p  Men s Group

  1:00p Staff Mtg
  1:00p Seniors  Annual 
Planning Mtg
 6:30p Reibolt  Sml Grp
No Youth Tonight

 1:00p Staff Mtg
 6:30p Youth Group
 6:30p Reibolt  Sml Grp
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 9:00a  Prep 4 Kids
 10:30a Loaves & 

Fishes
 6:30p Culver Smll Grp

 10:00a  GPS Prayer 
Time

New Years Day

 7:00p Council Mtng

10:00a  GPS Prayer 
Time

  8:00a  How-To   
             Convention

 6:30p  Children s Ignite    
             Dinner
 7:00p  Ignite Program
 7:00p  Men s Group

   9:00a  Prep 4 Kids
  6:30p Culver Smll Grp

   9:00a  Prep 4 Kids
  6:30p Culver Smll Grp

10:00a  Common Serv
Annual Business Mtg
All Church Potluck

10:00a  GPS Prayer 
Time

  1:00p  Women s 
Annual Planning Mtg

 6:30p  Children s Ignite    
             Dinner
 7:00p  Ignite Program
 7:00p  Men s Group

 6:30p  Children s Ignite    
             Dinner
 7:00p  Ignite Program
 7:00p  Men s Group

 1:00p Staff Mtg
 6:30p Youth Group
 6:30p Reibolt  Sml Grp

 1:00p Staff Mtg
 6:30p Youth Group
 6:30p Reibolt  Sml Grp
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Upcoming Events
Watch the weekly Sunday Worship Folder for the most current and up-to-date event information

Senior Ministries Annual Planning Meeting
Wednesday, January 8th, 1:00pm, Administrative Building s 
Conference Room. TCOG Seniors, if you have suggestions for 
events or activities you d like to participate in during the coming 
year, please give the suggestions to Pastor Ward.  For those on the 
Senior Ministries Committee, please bring your calendars and ideas 
to the meeting to plan out the year s activities.  See Pastor Ward for 
details or with any questions.

Women s Ministries Annual Planning Meeting
Saturday, January 11th, Time, Administrative Building. TCOG 
Women, if you have suggestions for events or activities you d like 
to participate in during the coming year, please give the 
suggestions to Shirley Culver.  For the ladies on the Women s 
Ministries Committee, please bring your calendars and ideas to the 
meeting to plan out the year s activities.  Shirley Culver has details 
or can answer questions.

Annual Business Meeting
Sunday, January 12th, directly after morning worship service 
(~11:30am), Sanctuary. Financial Update and Committee Reports 
will be presented, as well as ratification of new council members.  
See Charlie Osburn for more information.

Annual All Church Potluck
Sunday, January 12th, After Annual Business Meeting 
(~12:30pm), Fellowship Hall. A-L, bring main dish and salad.  M-
Z, bring main dish and dessert.  See Lorraine Taylor if more 
information is needed.

Council Meeting
Monday, January 13th, 7:00pm, Fireside Room.

COG of OR & SW WA How-To Convention
Saturday, January 25th, 8:00am to 3:15pm, Holladay Park COG, 
Portland. 2014 s Theme of Why We love the Church  is based on 
Ephesians 1:20-23 (NLT).  Keynote speaker is Dr. David Wenzel, 
along with several practical and applicable workshops to choose 
from.  The $25 registration should be postmarked by January 14th.  
Packets of information, which include registration forms, are 
located on the Information Center counter.

A Glance Ahead
Future Dates to Keep in Mind

January 2014
  1st, New Year s Day
  8th, Seniors  Annual Plan. Mtg
  9th, Loaves & Fishes
11th, Women s Annual Plan. Mtg
12th, Annual Business Meeting

& All Church Potluck
13th, Council Meeting
25th, How-To Convention

  
FEBRUARY 2014

  8th, TCOG & U Class
13th, Loaves & Fishes
14th, Valentine s Day
17th, President s Day
28th, COG Ministers  & Spouses  

Retreat (thru March 2nd)

Calendar of Events & Info
www.tigardcog.org

Church Offices
Monthly Milestones

Upcoming Events Board
Sunday Morning Worship Folders

Facebook
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At midnight on December 31st we 
will begin a new year, 2014.  It 
doesn t seem possible that 
another year has passed, but it 
has and the New Year affords 
many things for our lives.  For 
some it will be a new 
commitment to lose weight.  For 
others it will be planning for or 
taking that long awaited trip.  
Then for some it will be, How 
do I make it through the year or 
through my next doctor s 
appointment.

The apostle John wrote in the 
Book of Revelation 21:1-7, a 
lesson for us today  he said we 
can have a new beginning;

1Then I saw a new heaven and a 
new earth, for the first heaven 
and the first earth had passed 
away, and there was no longer 
any sea.  2I saw the Holy city, the 

new Jerusalem, coming down out 
of heaven from God, prepared as 
a bride beautifully dressed for 
her husband.  3And I heard a 
loud voice from the throne 
saying, Now the dwelling of 
God is with men, and he will live 
with them.  They will be his 
people, and God himself will be 
with them and be their God.  4He 
will wipe every tear from their 
eyes.  There will be no more 
death or mourning or crying or 
pain, for the old order of things 
has passed away.
5He who was seated on the 
throne said, I am making 
everything new!   Then he said, 

Write this down, for these 
words are trustworthy and true.
6He said to me: It is done.  I am 
the Alpha and the Omega, the 
Beginning and the End.  To him 
who is thirsty I will give to drink 
without cost from the spring of 

the water of life.  7He who over- 
comes will inherit all this, and I 
will be his God and he will be my 
son.

I wonder if we can translate this 
into the year of 2014.  

Many within this congregation 
will face challenges, some of 
which have been carried over 
from 2013.  But it is a new year 
and the God who created all 
things has said that he will make 
all things new.  His words 
translate into new strength for 
old challenges as well as the new 
ones we will face in this coming 
year.  Is it possible to face this 
new year without asking what it 
will bring?  I think John s words 
help us to do just that.  Did you 

He who was seated on the throne said, I am making everything new!   Then he said, 
Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.                       ~Revelation 21:5

A Beginning

continued on page 8
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notice the tense John uses in 
verse 5?  Look, it says; I am 
making everything new!   
present tense.  So you see, God is 
at work within our lives and 
within the challenges we face.  
At the International Bible 
College in San Antonio, TX, 
where I first attended and began 
studying for the ministry, was the 
motto - impossibilities become 
challenges , so no matter what 
we face, God is with us in those 
challenges.

Let me just suggest two things 
that you need to do with this past 
year: 

1) Learn from it.  These 
things that have 
happened, that you have 
learned from, remember 
those lessons well.

2) Leave it gracefully.  Even 
though we can, and must 
learn lessons that will 
improve the future - we 
can, in no way, alter the 
past.  The days are gone 
and all the fears in the 
world will not change the 
course that we have 
taken.  This past year has 
made us what we are, but 
we can make the future 
what it will be.  We need 
to realize the best way to 
leave the past is to put all 
the hurts and sorrows and 
resentments behind us.  

Let me suggest three things for 
you to do with the new year.  I 
notice that the word dedication 
means deep enduring attitudes 

which has the power to shape our 
lives.

1) Live by good motives.  
There is no guarantee that 
we will always do what is 
right, but our motives can 
be right.

2) Let s redeem the time.  If 
we squander it, we are 
squandering our lives.  
This is one item that we 
will all be judged alike, 
for all have the same 
amount of time.

3) Let us make 2014 a year 
of spiritual growth.  If we 
are growing with our 
relationship with Jesus, 
then look back at John s 
words in verse 5, I m 
making all things new .  
These words are from the 
throne of God.  The call 
for spiritual growth is that 
2014 will be a year that 
we move a little closer to 
Jesus and we become 
more like him and his 
love in his service and in 
his relationships.  

The Christian life if one of 
relationships.  Relationship with 
God, relationship with one 
another and relationship with the 
man on the street.  What will 
2014 hold for you?  Only you 
have that answer.  

May God richly bless you 
as you walk through this year.

Pastor Ward Rogers

A Beginning continued from page 7

2014 HOW-TO
CONVENTION

WHY WE LOVE 
THE CHURCH

Ephesians 1:20-23 (NLT)

Saturday
January 25, 2014

Holladay Park
Church of God

KEYNOTE SPEAKER:
Dr. David Wenzel

Registration is $25
if postmarked by

 January 14th

($30 if after)

Information packets 
(including registration forms) 

are on the 
Information Center counter. 



TCOG Monthly Milestones - January 2014 9

Little Challenges
Answers on Page 8

Look It Up

At this time of year
when we have light candles and put up 
strands of beautifully colorful mini-
lamps, let s take a moment to see how 
the Bible mentions light:

Matthew 25:1   __________________
_______________________________ 

Genesis 15:17 ___________________
_______________________________

Psalm 119 (verse 105)  ____________
_______________________________

Matthew 5:15  __________________
_______________________________

2 Samuel 22:29  _________________
_______________________________

Acts 16:29  _____________________
_______________________________

Word Search Puzzle
Isaiah 65:17-19 & 24-25 (NIV):
17 Behold, I will              new                 and a new 
            ;  The               things will not be 
                     , nor will they come to            .  18But 
be           and                 forever in what I will 
create, for I will create                    to be a 
                and its               a joy.  19I will                  
over Jerusalem and take delight in my people; the 
             of                   and of              will be 
            in it no more.
24              they call I will               ; while they are 
still                  I will         .  25The           and the 
         will           together, and the            will eat 
            like the ox, but           will be the                       
          .  They will neither           nor                 on 
all my holy                  , says the            .
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Look It Up

Matthew 25:1 
At that time the kingdom of 

heaven will be like ten virgins 
who took their lamps and went 
out to meet the bridegroom

Genesis 15:17 
When the sun had set and 
darkness had fallen, a smoking 
firepot with a blazing torch 
appeared and passed between the 
pieces.

Psalm 119 (verse 105)
Your word id a lamp to my feet 
and a light for my path

Matthew 5:15 
Neither do people light a lmpa 
and put it yunder a bowl.  Instead 
they put it on its stand, and it 
gives light to everyone in the 
house.

2 Samuel 22:29 
You are my lamp, O LORD; the 
LORD turns my darkenss into 
light.

Acts 16:29 
The jailer called for lights, 
rushed in and fell trembling 
before Paul and Silas

Word Search Puzzle

17 Behold, I will create new 
heavens and a new earth;  The 
former things will not be 
remembered, nor will they come 
to mind.  18But be glad and 
rejoice forever in what I will 
create, for I will create 
Jerusalem to be a delight and its 
people a joy.  19I will rejoice over 
Jerusalem and take delight in my 
people; the sound of weeping 
and of crying will be heard in it 
no more.
24Before they call I will answer; 
while they are still speaking I 
will hear.  25The wolf and the 
lamb will feed together, and the 
lion will eat straw like the ox, 
but dust will be the serpent s   
food.  They will neither harm 
nor destroy on all my holy 
mountain, says the LORD.

Building & Property: Ted Scrivner
Bulletin Boards: Kimberly Zenzano
Choir: Shirley Culver
Community Food Pantry: Dave Peck
Facebook: Heidi Anderson
Fellowship: Lorraine Taylor
Ignite Program(s): Kim Peck
Janitorial Service: Heidi Anderson & 

         Ken Guffey
Men s Group: Gail Linden
Missions & Outreach: Elaine Hoitink
Music & Worship: Barb Provo
Nursery Coordinator: Libby Scrivner
Office Volunteers: Lorraine Taylor,

Dee Guthrie & Linda Zimet
Senior Ministries: Pastor Ward Rogers
Van Ministries: Ted Scrivner
Head Usher: Gary Provo
Website: Curtis Zenzano
Women s Group: Shirley Culver
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     Whitney Shoun
Worship Folder: Linda Zimet
Worship Recordings: Gerald Hency
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Answers
from Little Challenges of page 9

Take a moment to 
check out the postings on the

bulletin board in the 
Fellowhsip Hall

Next to the 

Bible Study Center

Postings are limited
check them regularily


